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Many articles in the popular press suggest that there is a combative race 
between the five Arctic coastal states for the Arctic oil and gas. Indeed, the Arctic ice 
cap is melting, which facilitates the access to the huge proved and undiscovered oil 
and gas in the Arctic. New technology allows drilling in the harsh environment of the 
Arctic. Canada, Norway, Denmark, the United States nd Russia – the Arctic 5 – are 
all debating over the boundaries’ delimitations in the melting Arctic. Moreover, all 
Arctic 5 have released defense policies that call for the development of their military 
capability in the Arctic. This paper analyses the current situation of oil and gas 
exploitation in the Arctic, the international law regarding the boundaries’ delimitation, 
the national Arctic defense policies, and the interational military relations among the 
Arctic 5. It concludes that prospects for oil and gas conflict in the Arctic are low, 
since the exploitation of oil and gas in the Arctic often requires cooperation between 
major oil companies among the Arctic 5, and since the Arctic 5 are so far complying 
with the international law regarding the Arctic, even the United States that hasn’t 
ratified the relevant law. Finally, militarization i  the Arctic is more a result of 
increased activity, especially shipping and unconventional threat, than the result of a 
classic prisoner’s dilemma. However, conflicts could arise in respect with (1) the 
delimitations of the extended Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ), (2) the non-
recognition by the United States of these extensions, a d (3) the disputed status over 
the new sea routes. An Arctic Treaty between the Arctic 5 and an Arctic-specific 
definition of ‘international strait’ in international law could increase cooperation in 
the Arctic. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
 
 ‘In effect, the Cold War never ended in the Arctic O ean’ (Berkman, n.d., 
cited in Macalister, 2010). 
 
 ‘Thanks to international law, there is no race for Arctic resources’ (Byers, 
2009a). 
 
 Temperature in the Arctic is rising more rapidly than anywhere on Earth. The 
global average temperature during the last 33 years rose by 0.45 Celsius, while the 
atmosphere over the Arctic warmed up by 1.75 Celsius (‘Global temperature record 
reaches one-third century’, 2011). The difference in climate change between the 
Arctic and the rest of the world can partly be explained by the albedo effect: as the 
Arctic ice cap reflects 80% of the Sun’s radiations, any reduction in its size due to 
global warming exposes the Sun’s energy to water, which absorbs the heat, creating a 
positive feedback (Hood, 2011). 
 And the ice cap is melting. Since 1979, the averag ice cap in November has 
lost about 13%, which represents 1.3 million square kilometres (‘Winter in the Arctic: 
Ice and storms’, 2011). In July 2011, the ice cap extent was 23% smaller than the 
average in July between 1979 and 2000 (‘Early sea ic  melt onset, snow cover retreat 
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Figure 1: Average Monthly Arctic Sea Ice Extent: November 1979 to 2011 
 
Source: ‘Winter in the Arctic: Ice and storms’ (2011). 
 
The retreat of the sea ice greatly facilitates the access to the Arctic Ocean 
seabed, where there are huge proved reserves of oil and gas. Different studies – 
including the 2009 United States Geological Society’s (USGS) Circum-Arctic 
Resource Assessment (CARA) – also suggest that vast undiscovered oil and gas fields 
are below the Arctic seabed. Coupled with new technology that allows drilling in the 
Arctic seabed, major oil companies and Arctic state are looking forward to exploit 
the Arctic oil and gas. In some areas like north of Alaska and Norway, exploitation 
has already begun. 
 To allow the exploitation of fields, states sells territorial blocks to oil 
companies. However in the Arctic the delimitation of the seabed is only at the 
beginning of the process. States must submit their cla ms to the Commission on the 
Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS) under the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Canada, Denmark, Norway and Russia have ratified 
UNCLOS, but not the United States. 
 At the same time, since the early 2000s all Arctic 5 states have released 
national defense policies for the Arctic. There is a clear militarization in the Arctic, 
which has paused after the end of the Cold War. Are the states developing their 
military capabilities in the Arctic to defend their territory and their resources? To 
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